
tho observation and investigation of dis-
ease, by which practising physicians might
profit. Thus, to make a quotation, the au-
thor strongly insists that, in recording
cases, only what is seen and heard should
be put down, and not the deductions which
aro derived therefrom. For example, in a
case of cardiac disease, we should not statethat amitral murmur was present, but simplythat a systolic, post-systolic, or diastolic
murmur was heard, plainest at tho apex.Were this rule universally obeyed, our pri-
vate and hospital case-books would be
much more valuable than f¿hey are at
present.
The style is very easy and readable, and atthe same time dignified. Perhaps the high-

est compliment that can be paid the author
is to say that there is something about his
Use of language which reminds one of Dr.
Chambers. But it is in the two lectures
devoted to the subject of treatment that the
author most especially shines forth, and it
must be admitted that, in this respect, ourBritish brothers excel our European con-
frères. Who has not been annoyed, after
carefully reading an elaborate German or
French article on the pathology and diag-nosis of a disease, to find it wind up withtho eternal formula, that as wo know of no
specific, the indicatio morbi cannot be ful-
filled, and the treatment, when not symp-tomatic, must be expectative ? There is
certainly much truth in this, but neverthe-less such writers as Hudson and Chambers
show us that although, alas, the number of
specifics is small, there are moans by which
«ature can be helped and our patients mademore comfortable.
Whilst we must beg to differ with Dr.

Hudson on some few points of pathologya'id treatment, wc must most heartily re-
commend his monograph to the attention
°1 the profession, with the assurance that
the timo spent in its perusal will be farfrom wasted. p. b. g.

Practical Observations on the \l=AE\tiology, Pa-thology, Diagnosis and Treatment of AnalFissure. By William Bodenhamer, A.M.,M.D., &c. &c. New York: Wm. Wood
& Co. 1868. 8vo. Pp. 199.
After a lengthy historical introduction,tue author treats first of tho physiologyand tetiology of this affection, which he as-

cribes to spasms and to constipation. Nexthe describes the symptoms and diagnosis ;*OdJ finally, the treatment of anal fissure.
*ho different methods are:—Topical appli-cations ; cauterization ; dilatation ; inci-

! sion ; cxeision, and complete division of
the sphincter. A chapter of illustrative
cases completes the work, which is a very
complete treatise on this painful affection.

Clinical Lectures on Diseases of the Uri-
nary Organs. By Sir Henry Thompson.
Philadelphia:Henry C. Lea. 1869. 8vo.
Pp. 204.
Tins admirable treatise, by a master

hand, is re-printed from the Lancet. The
American publishers have conferred a bene-
fit on our own surgeons by re-producing it
in this country.

Physicians' Medical Compend and Pharma-
ceutical Formul\l=ae\.Compiled by Edward
H. Hance. Philadelphia: Hance & Grif-
fifths. 1868.
A nicely gotten up little book of 214

pages (very thin paper), pocket size, andin morocco binding. After a certain amount
of unobtrusive advertising are several use-
ful tables in reference to the respiration,
pulse, and doses at different ages. A list
of poisons and their antidotes, and an epito-
me of the Materia Medica, with indications
and doses.

MedicalandSurgicalJournal.
Boston: Thursday, January 21, 1869

UTERINE PATHOLOGY.
We havo often thought that if uterine

specialists wore obliged to base their know-
ledge on dissection and pathology, more

than on theories, as they now do, wo

should have far loss of uncertain practico
and diagnosis from the myriad professors
of this branch of medicino.
Nothing is inore easy to create, and no-

thing is inoro deceptive and false, than tho
endless theories of uterine diseases and of
uterine displacements. It is the most fer-
tile field for tho quack, and a collection of
all the possarios and supporters which havo
boon invented for tho womb would form a

collection as vast, though far less original,
than a mechanics' annual exhibition of in-
dentions in the arts.
But very little mechanical skill is to be "
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